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Ualess you perceive objection--," yog should: s eek —fly ^ occasion to 




explainr.to Foreign Mini* tat or- other appropriate off icial how thia 
Govwroaant has viewed Soviet _ policy.. with., reanact , to Cuban crisis. 



ElK 
KEA 
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tiiat Khrushchev and Soviet Government had concluded there vaa no 

t 
possibility £ovlet Onion could obtain Its objectives with respect t4 

Dcrlin through negotiation. There vera ala« indications that Khrushchev 

felt too perconally comalttad to- achievement of hi* objectives in Berlin 

t- rci.ve.it, as \;oll"oa"indica'tioni-that factors which" ware pushing 

CoVi.at <Viverr.".ent to 4 reeolutloer of' this* problem, were increasing 

(3i*ratr:lott lr. Etst Germany^ Gocssanlst Chfifse*? praaauxe^ ate.) and that 

S->v\*t:-Ua±9B.. tu^. daclaa*. »ho»dowBl -on Berltavproblera was, -inevitable 

.'ithinaa^^rwntha^iTh^ra^iwgB a^^ndlcaJUjoaa that Soviet Governmant 

and rjxrttahchavxoaraooally had davalopad doubts us to whether they could 

- ^.^ij)* 7-ciKWi' ©Atftf :f 'c:(iy \i jaaw 'TJOtre cye« T . :r .:• .:..• 
vrtjr. W*. ahovdoim and that alternatives might ba either an ignominious 

" : ■'*;?&!'• ' r; smrcT: •' '-' : i i£-"7~v;'*/:r cpcO:. ■■ .-■ • 
retrain or noclaar war. 

^ v f.A'--,". ■■•• % rrrt2TAS .-•Vr'SsroD 01 -: rfWb.tr.;; ; -.^ ;..■■• s^ 18 ' 



■■wrif&i;^^.^ ?:<&> 



S/AL - Vibaeaador Tfaompsontar | Hrtmn^w. " ~ **"" """ arataxy 
W»AnTlffi!mnrCTATD ^OTt^R p^ ge r« ' - ' ■»- Mr. Tylsr 

"B^^i 7 iffl?X«. ™™$hjW' "KCHES WPHODUCnOM FROM THIS ! 

( i.u,-:: ( .1 .ogpLACipy ' / sxaxi copy is prohiiited ! 

( )k:c:^ ( ■ ) azcLACSii-T in past ..... ; ......-, ^ ..,. . :r ,.. unless -unclassified-. 

( VfDS'JV ro.- i llToa-rcspo;: 
■POI, JiO or «l sKsH&oni. if 



TO authority -to:. 



( )OLACSI?Yao .OAlllB 

( ) DOY/NO^ADS TO to < >Sop( )fc\0ADB 



seaftaB 



Pafc-c 2 — of telegram to_ 



ATTCARA, ATHFWR, Ptr. 



SECRFT 



Soviet Government privately and later publicly stated that while It 



would insist upon conclusive discussion of Berlin problem in relatively short 

period, it would not do so until after American Congressional elections. It 

maintained this position even though it was made clear to them that so far as 

US Government concerned, elections had no bearing on the problem. 

A number of -assurances were given by Soviet Government both privately 

merely 
and publicly that it would not arm Cuba with offensive weapons. This was not / 

dialetical discussiod but specific assurances against weapons that could reach 

the US. Taes statement of September 11 said that Soviet Union had no need to 

take such action. This statement, which was largely concerned with Cuban 

situation, related it to question of German peace treaty and other international 

problems! 

When Gromyko saw President October 18, he made standard but strong 
statement about Berlin and German peace treaty issues and then made following 
statements about Ciia: Soviet assistance to Cuba "pursued solely the purpose 
of contributing to tbi defense capabilities of Cuba" that "training by Soviet 
specialists of Cuban > n wf1 r « n « 1> F ** fr^ndiing defensive armaments was by no 
means offensive" and that "if it were otherwise, the Soviet Government wo uld 
have never become Involved In rendering such assistance. " 

-m^mhrfMwr i*AJaa**a to Awrt>amiilr> r Xtohler that ie had virtually 
decided to come to UN meeting In New YoA latter part of November and j 
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_i_of t,.«™ &>^ARA, ATHENS, etc. 



Gromykaiahis conversation with President confirmed this, although no 
specific date was set. 

When Soviet action in arming Cuba with offensive nuclear missiles 
became evident, It was because of developments set forth above that this 
Government tended believe Soviet action was probably primarily geared to 
showdown on Berlin, Intended to be timed with Khrushchev 1 s arrival in US 
arxi completion of installation of these missflee In Cuba. 

Addressees may discreetly use general line foregoing and particularly 
substance Gromyko's statement to President on Berlin on October 18,- inl 
background talks with foreign correspondents. * 

FYL Purpose of *m« message Is to improve understanding that any 
Berlin crisis will be due to Soviet action. In point of fact, Cuban crisis may 
well have effect of improving overall position of West in Berlin through clear- 
cut evidence of our resolution. • 
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